From: Ken Nibling
Sent: Tuesday, January 09, 2007 10:37 AM
To: MFC Membership
Subject: It's great to be a Florida gator!
C’mon guys, where’s the love?

Chomp, chomp…

Coach

From: Michael Gandolfo
Sent: Tuesday, January 09, 2007 2:23 PM
To: MFC Membership
Subject: RE: It's great to be a Florida gator!
Boise State, 13-0, and left out in the cold.  

Seems to me we have Co-Champs again.
   

From: Ken Nibling
Sent: Tuesday, January 09, 2007 3:12 PM
To: MFC Membership
Subject: RE: It's great to be a Florida gator!
How do you like it living on Mars? That’s the first I’ve heard from anyone suggesting Boise State deserved to be mentioned as a co-champ.  

I thought a fellow SEC member would graciously give Florida their due but I guess there must be some leftover resentment from you and your Commodores getting your butts beaten every year by the guys from the Swamp. Or maybe you are still suffering from a beating to the head from the Gators similar to what they put on the Buckeyes last night? 

Bad form, Biscuit. 

From: Michael Gandolfo 

Sent: Tuesday, January 09, 2007 3:54 PM
To: MFC Membership
Subject: RE: It's great to be a Florida gator!
Mars ain’t bad.  How’s Venus?   

Actually, there has been a lot of sentiment in support of BSU getting unfairly treated by the BCS.  Here is just one recent article (today): http://sports.yahoo.com/ncaaf/news?slug=dw-bcstitle010807&prov=yhoo&type=lgns
Regarding your tangential comment regarding the 25-19 Vandy loss to Florida in the Swamp this year…I guess that qualifies as “Getting your butts beaten.”  A 6-point defeat to the then #7 and eventual National Champs seems like the definition of Moral Victory to me, and on the road to boot.  Everyone would agree that UF & VU are polar opposites when it comes to the gridiron (Facilities, Recruits, Athletes, Tradition, Media coverage etc) so it defies all logic that a lowly, private school should be able to stay within 36 points of Florida (much less 6).  If we straw polled the Gator Nation, I think they would point to that narrow victory over Vandy as a sore spot of contention and one that caused Urban Meyer some real Agina.  

And that’s just 2006.  If we review last year’s OT showdown in Nashville, I can only wonder how you would classify that 49-42 win possibly as “complete domination” or “taking them to the woodshed” or some other relevant metaphor to properly describe a 7 point, Double OT win…

No resentment, just calling em like I see em.  All the color commentary below regarding butts being beating seems like the only Bad form proffered.

Go Broncos!

Peace
Dad

From: Ken Nibling 
Sent: Tuesday, January 09, 2007 4:50 PM
To: MFC Membership
Subject: RE: It's great to be a Florida gator!
Venus is good. Not too many intellectuals here.

Thanks for the reference to the article. While I agree there has been the usual discussion about the unfairness of the BCS in terms of picking the top 2 teams to play in the championship game, there has been virtually no one (save yourself) calling for Boise State to be co-champions.

In fact, here are a few excerpts from the article you reference:

             “Florida…the rightful and worthy BCS champion”

             “The Gators are the undeniable champion”

             “Boise State doesn’t deserve a share of the title…”

Again, these contrast greatly to your previous comment:

             “Seems to me we have Co-Champs again”

I’ll leave it to much smarter people (perhaps from lowly private schools) than myself to come up with a better system. All I know is that the Gators played within the system and won its championship (just like Texas did the year before). You are certainly entitled to “call em like you see em”. However, it doesn’t say much for your regard for the SEC when you don’t feel its conference champion is worthy of being the outright national  champion even though it played a schedule consisting of Tennessee, Georgia, LSU, Alabama, Auburn, South Carolina, Arkansas and yes, even Vanderbilt. I guess going undefeated in the Western Athletic Conference (beating Louisiana Tech, Hawaii, New Mexico State, Idaho, Fresno State, San Jose State, Utah State and Nevada) is a greater feat. I’ll let you conduct your own straw poll to see how many agree with you on that one. 

I do apologize for making any reference to Florida beating Vandy. That was bad form of me to not give them their due for their achievements.

Coach

From: Mark Murdock
Sent: Tuesday, January 09, 2007 4:54 PM
To: Michael Gandolfo
Subject: Fw: It's great to be a Florida gator!


Please don't let this be the end of this exchange ... I feel certain that I should pop some more popcorn.  MM
From: Michael Gandolfo
Sent: Tuesday, January 09, 2007 6:58 PM
To: MFC Membership
Subject: RE: It's great to be a Florida gator!
It seems you have 2 hang-ups.  The first is you feel slighted that UF is not getting the proper credit they deserve for their BCS win last night, and the second relates to a strong belief that the Conference one plays in is the penultimate justification for a National Championship.  Regarding the first issue, Florida did everything they were supposed to do, and deserve a piece of the National Championship.  By running the table in the SEC, and obliterating the Number 1 ranked team in the land, there is no argument against Florida.  Period.  

However, the second issue is much more complicated.  As a starting place, the final AP poll has been released (Attached below), and Boise State finished in 5th position.  (You should notice that they were the only other team to receive a 1st place vote and I promise it wasn’t from me).  In your message below, you built your argument on the sarcastic foundation that any team, going undefeated in the WAC is a “greater feat” than a 1-loss team from the SEC.  I never suggested that to do so would be “greater” than…Just “equal to.”  That an SEC team is more deserving of the National Championship (in spite of their 1 loss to then #11 ranked Auburn) then an undefeated team from the WAC or any other arguably (to you) lesser conference, seems elitist.  If that be the case, than before each season, the BCS’s Media Relations Director (MRD) should hold a press conference, and the dialogue could go something like this…

BCS MRD:  “As you all know, our system is broken.  Yes, in a few year’s past, we’ve been fortunate enough to get the consensus #1 vs #2, but we all remember the years that unfairly omitted a deserving team.  We’ve sat silently as debates have raged across our nation clamoring for us to fix this mess, but today we’re going to end all debates once & for all.  Starting this season, anyone not residing in the SEC, ACC, BIG 10, BIG 12, PAC-10 & Notre Dame will not be eligible to play in our BCS national championship game.”

MEDIA:  “Sir, are you actually saying that only the 5 largest market conferences & Notre Dame are eligible for the National Championship?”

BCS MRD:  “That’s exactly right.  I’m so sick and tired of these runt teams like Boise State & BYU and the Sisters of the Poor trying to make arguments that they deserve a shot the title.”

MEDIA:  “Hold on, you can’t be serious.”
BCS MRD:  “Hell yes I’m serious.  If you doubt me, tell me the name of the Idaho mascot?”

MEDIA:  “Its Vandals of course.  What does that have to do with it.”

BCS MRD: “Nothing.  Was just trying to prove a point.”

MEDIA:  “Well it didn’t work.”

BCS MRD: “OK.  Well how many fans does the Vandal indoor stadium seat?

MEDIA:  “16,000.”

BCS MRD:  “16,000.  What a joke!  That barely qualifies for a Basketball arena in these bigger conferences.”

MEDIA:  “So you’re saying size does matter?”

BCS MRD:  “It does to Ken Nibling.”
As a follow-up to this argument (that an undefeated WAC team is undeserving of the title), they finished 5th out of 119.  There is not much road between 1st & 5th.  If the WAC conference is so weak that it should be eliminated from National Championship contention, how can the AP justifiably send the WAC champion to the 5th overall position?  Or 10th or 15th?  Where does that line of argument end?  They finished ahead of conference biggies like 12-win Wisconsin or 11-win Michigan & Auburn (the only team to beat Florida).  I omitted 12-win Louisville & 11-win WVU from that list as my guess is you will discredit their efforts for playing in the Big…er “Little East.”   This final AP positioning is the biggest indictment against the “weaker schedule” argument.  

From a competitive point of view, the team BSU beat in the Fiesta Bowl was a much more valiant opponent than the one UF beat last night.  Ohio State wouldn’t have beaten anyone listed in the AP Final Top 10 last night.  Heck, make that Top 11 as OU would have run rip-shod over Ohio State.  (As an aside, Ohio State has no business being ranked #2 ahead of LSU or USC after that dreadful performance).

I guess it comes down to a philosophical discussion that takes us back to the Biblical days of David vs Goliath.  On paper, David had no chance.  Neither did Rudy, or any other long-shot that’s walked the planet.  Brings to mind the old cliché, “That’s why they play the games.’ However, In the world of Ken Nibling, the cliché would be, “That’s why they play the games in the MEGA Conferences.”   

It’s funny; every program listed in this AP list wasn’t always here.  Before Spurrier arrived, Florida was a laughing stock.  Louisville was known only for Basketball.  And what about a promising Rutgers?  Their win over #3 Louisville captivated the nation, and defined that program.  With their strong head coach, they are not far from making a serious run.  I believe they are on the verge of doing what BSU just did very soon.  But, that nagging detail of residing in the “Little” East will always be in the way.  

One final point, you questioned my regard for the SEC, which was most surprising (actually referred to me as a “fellow SEC member”).  To clarify, I’m not only an SEC alum, I’m a former player in the SEC.  In fact, a player that garnered Freshman ALL-SEC honors, The Sporting News Freshman ALL-American Honors, and was runner-up, Newcomer Defensive Player of the Year in 1989, so I feel I have the proper credentials to discuss SEC football.  In my opinion, there is no conference greater than the SEC (Top to bottom).  The athletes, the competitive levels can be regarded as semi-pro in some cases.  However, a team that resides 2500 miles away and is situated in a different conference, cannot do anything to manipulate the current state of affairs.  All they can do is win all of their games. To quote the beat writer from Yahoo Sports, “…Then, at 13-0, the Broncos were told their season was over --not because they weren't good enough this season but because decades ago they weren't good enough to get into the proper blueblood conference to generate schedule strength.”  

Bottom line, the system is the system.  No doubt it’s broken.  But in the absence of this desired perfection, withholding a piece of the National crown from BSU, only makes it worse.  Florida has a definite right to the crown.  So does BSU.  Give em each a piece. 

BCS MRD:  “Heck, they finished 5th.  What’s all the whining about.  They should be happy they’re even in the Top 25.  What does WAC stand for anyway:  Women and Children?  HA HA HA!!!”

Keeping it real.

Dad

	Week 17 AP Top 25

	 1. Florida (64) 13-1 1,624

	 2. Ohio State 12-1 1,492

	 3. LSU 11-2 1,452

	 4. USC 11-2 1,389

	 5. Boise State (1) 13-0 1,383

	 6. Louisville 12-1 1,338

	 7. Wisconsin 12-1 1,288

	 8. Michigan 11-2 1,145

	 9. Auburn 11-2 1,112

	10. West Virginia 11-2 1,035

	11. Oklahoma 11-3 933

	12. Rutgers 11-2 884

	13. Texas 10-3 772

	14. California 10-3 697

	15. Arkansas 10-4 677

	16. Brigham Young 11-2 673

	17. Notre Dame 10-3 553

	18. Wake Forest 11-3 551

	19. Virginia Tech 10-3 407

	20. Boston College 10-3 353

	21. Oregon State 10-4 291

	22. TCU 11-2 279

	23. Georgia 9-4 204

	24. Penn State 9-4 183

	25. Tennessee 9-4 181

	OTHERS RECEIVING VOTES

Hawaii 110, Nebraska 58, Maryland 24, South Florida 17, Texas A&M 10, Georgia Tech 8, Kentucky 1, San Jose State 1. 

DROPPED FROM RANKINGS

Texas A&M 21, Nebraska 22.


From: Ken Nibling 

Sent: Wed 1/10/2007 10:22 AM

To: MFC Membership

Subject: RE: It's great to be a Florida gator!

Actually, I probably have more than 2 hang-ups, Doctor. Maybe I could schedule an appointment. What insurances do you honor?

Let me point out that I do not feel slighted that UF is not getting the proper credit for their BCS win. Proper credit came with the final poll and winning the trophy. Your dissenting opinion doesn't quite match up to that. Hope you're not offended. However, perhaps those 64 coaches that voted Florida #1 should have conferred with you first. 

Secondly, I must have really hit a nerve. I didn't mean to demean you by referring to you as a "fellow SEC member". It is obvious that your "proper" credentials elevate you to a status of discussing SEC football that I do not deserve. Had I known about them, I would have kept my simple, silly little opinions to myself. I will try to know my place in the future. (My compliments on your use of Argument ad hominem.) 

As for the press conference "dialogue", you think Coors Light might hire you to replace Dick Vermeil, Mike Ditka and Bill Walsh?

Concerning the remainder of your diatribe, Billy Shakespeare was right when he said, "Me thinks thou dost protest too much".

Take care. I have to go back to "my world" now. 

Ps. The Vanderbilt Vandals has a nice ring to it. Don't you think? "Commodores" sounds so elitist.

From: Greg Watkins 

Sent: Tuesday, January 09, 2007 7:25 PM

To: MFC Membership

Subject: Re: It's great to be a Florida gator!

Full credit to the Gators. I have no intention of equaling Biscuit's literary feats. I would ask Coach to refrain from picking on my New Mexico State Aggies. Indeed they lost the game but did rack up 525 yards of offense against Boise. Being an alum of a school that sucks at football is painful so we take little things as "wins.".

Watkins

From: Ken Nibling

Sent: Wed 1/10/2007 10:49 AM

To: MFC Membership

Subject: RE: It's great to be a Florida gator!

Mr. Watkins,

No slight towards your Aggies was intended. I was only trying to list the teams in the SEC that UF played and those in the WAC that Boise State played.

Hope you are well,

Coach

3 Months Later….
From: Ken Nibling
Sent: Thu 4/5/2007 4:45 PM
To: Michael Gandolfo
Cc: Jenny Murdock; Mark.Murdock@usi.biz
Subject: National Champions Picture



Biscuit,

I know you have been miserable this week because of the Gators' third major championship in two years. Even so, I thought you would find the attached picture interesting.  <<March_Madness_Gators_Champs.jpg>>

See you tomorrow.

Coach
From: Michael Gandolfo
Sent: Thursday, April 05, 2007 9:28 PM
To: Nibling, Ken
Cc: Jenny Murdock; Mark.Murdock@usi.biz
Subject: RE: National Champions Picture

Funny you mention that, because I recognize Georgetown as the National Champs.  These brackets are completely slanted to assist last year's stronger teams.  The NCAA Football Board has the year-end system correct with the BCS.
Basketball should follow their lead, dump this “tourney” and let the voters decide.  

GO Hoyas!
MG

