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May 15, 2009
Memorial Park
The MFC Competition Committee has set as one of its goals to play each of the venues that have hosted the Houston Open.  Clearly, at the top of that list, is our famed Memorial Park.  Opened in 1936 and renovated in 1995, this quaint, but highly trafficked, public venue generated some vibrant commentary amongst our membership.

John Phillips, our resident professional from Shadowhawk was in awe of the greens keeper offering, “Every pin is 4 feet from an edge!”  Further discussion regarding the quality of the greens came from our Matt Blackmon while leaving the putting green complex, “It’s not often you get to say this…They’re bumpy, but very fast!”  Workaholic, Steve Robinson, who rarely finds time to just get away, was thrilled to escape the confines of his office, and showed a hearty appreciation for the leisurely pace of play, “It’s been 1 hour, and I’m only at the 2nd tee box.”   Gene Brumbelow showed his resilience & flexibility as he played his first round of golf to music, “I’ve never had to execute a delicate flop shot with ‘Kid Rock’ singing a pop ballad in my backswing…”Andy Turner, always thinking of others and feeling guilty for experiencing such a privileged, golfing venue shared, “I’d rather be assisting an insurance adjuster on a flood claim than be here.”  That’s Andy!  Always putting others before himself.  
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We also experienced a first for the MFC…At the conclusion of the second hole; Todd Riddle became a medical casualty withdrawing from the competition.  The combination of playing a round the day before, attending the Rockets game, too much sun, not enough H2O, and quite possibly too much of what is featured in this photo, 

all conspired to end his day early.         
In spite of being a man down, the remaining 13 competitors forged ahead.  From the get go, Mark Murdock seized control of Memorial’s seemingly tight death grip, and tamed the beast.  He carded 3 birdies on his way to shooting a stellar 76 (+9 against his hurdle).  Coming down the stretch however, MFC Newbie, Peter Vescovo would not go quietly.  Peter & Mark were tied with 4 holes to play, and entered into a virtual Match Play 

struggle for the title.  While they both played those final holes in Even Par, it was how 

Mark did it that gave him the 1 point edge.  By virtue of his 2 putt birdie on the 395 yard Par 5 

17th, Mark was able to offset Peter’s four-par finish, with a bogey, 2-pars & 1 birdie.  (That 

collective “sigh” of satisfaction you might hear comes from many in the MFC who are happy

to see their chairman & founder get off the snide).  Congratulations Mark!   

Worthy side-note…Both Peter Vescovo & Steve Robinson carded EAGLES during this round. 

Another first for an MFC competition.

Mark Murdock’s Scorecard: 
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Peter Vescovo’s Scorecard:
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Steve Robinson’s Scorecard: 
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Craig Heiser’s Scorecard: 
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P. Michael Gandolfo III’s Scorecard: 

[image: image5.emf]
Mark Ingebrigtson’s Scorecard: 
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Don Vrba’s Scorecard: 

[image: image7.emf]
Matt Blackmon’s Scorecard: 
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Gene Brumbelow’s Scorecard: 
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Jeff Mier’s Scorecard: 
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Andy Turner’s Scorecard: 
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Greg Watkins’ Scorecard: 
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John “Pro” Phillips’ Scorecard: 
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Todd Riddle’s Scorecard: 

[image: image14.emf]
Todd Riddle – Getting Hydrated?








