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Yellow Jasmine Competition

May 7, 2010
TPC Woodlands

The MFC Competition Committee had high hopes (and firm plans in place) to compete for the Yellow Jasmine crystal at Whispering Pines.  However, upon second glance, the 80 mile trek from Houston, the potential for less than perfect weather, the concern of “How you top this one?” all conspired to move the venue…Ok, maybe that $6000 price tag had something to do with it , but nonetheless, thanks to the quick footwork of Craig Heiser, we landed on one of Houston’s most well-known tracks…The TPC Woodlands, which played host to the PGA’s Shell Houston Open for more than a decade, was now once again called upon to host one of the nation’s most demanding and star-studded tournaments.  

During the week leading up to Yellow Jasmine, the MFC roll call grew by one…Enter the very likable FNG, Mike Maggi.  Mike’s whirlwind week opened with the most grueling test of endurance known to man…the 

14 hour dissertation on “The History of the MFC” by Mark Murdock, and culminated at the TPC’s 19th hole as he watched men raise 75 year old, hickory shafted putters, and Waterford crystal glasses in honor of their recent champions’ toils.  Unconfirmed reports from the parking lot had Mike muttering on the way to his car, “What in  the heck have I gotten myself into here?”

On the eve of the event, Andy “Joe Namath” Turner was heard calling his shot…and like Broadway Joe, proceeded to bring that prophecy to fruition.  While the rest of the field couldn’t hit the broad side of barn inside 3-feet, Andy found a way to get his balls to drop…in the cup that is.  A quick audit between the 13th green & 14th tee had Andy at -3 to his hurdle.  Once advised of his strong position, and given the positive encouragement of his playing partners, Andy stormed to the 14th tee with a new sense of purpose and vigor…and after his tee shot found the lake…directions to the drop area.  Not one to let a double bogey deter him, Andy righted the ship on the par-5 15th with a routine par.  And stormed down the stretch with a breath defying Bogey-Par-Double finish, to become the only player to clear his hurdle (+2 points) and find his name etched in the crystal.

